
About the Oberammergau Passion Play 

A tradition in the Bavarian Alps for nearly four centuries, the famed Passion Play of 
Oberammergau, Germany, attracts spectators from around the world. A massive 
undertaking, it is produced only every 10 years. The next Passion Play run is scheduled 
for 2020, and several travel companies have released Oberammergau itineraries that 
include tickets to one of the performances. 

The story behind Oberammergau’s Passion Play begins in 1633. Amid the turmoil of the 
Thirty Years War and the devastating Black Death plague -- which claimed one or more 
members of nearly every family in Oberammergau -- the townspeople made an oath to 
perform a play depicting the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ every 10 
years. They fulfilled this promise for the first time in 1634 at Whitsun. By the middle of 
the 18th century, spectators from all over Germany came to Oberammergau attracted 
by the great power and atmosphere of the play. 

The Passion Play depicts the last five days in the life of Jesus Christ, from Palm Sunday 
to Easter. In 2020, the Passion Play will be performed for the 42nd time, and 102 
performances are planned for up to 4,500 guests at each showing. Local actors, 
singers, musicians and stage technicians work together to produce the play. Anyone 
involved in the performance must have either been born in Oberammergau or lived 
there for at least 20 years. 

The first performance will take place on May 16 and the last on October 4. The Passion 
Play is presented in two parts: Part one takes place from 2:30 to 5 p.m., and part two 
takes place from 8 to 10:30 p.m. A meal is served at intermission. 

Oberammergau is also treasured for the painted facades of its chalets -- in the 18th 
century, wealthy residents commissioned these colorful outdoor frescoes for their 
homes. The town also has a long tradition of woodcarving, and today the village is 
home to approximately 100 woodcarvers. Visitors can watch these artisans at work at 
the Pilatus House.  

In a five-hour-performance, more than 2000 participants bring the story of Jesus of 
Nazareth to the impressive open-air stage of the Passion Play Theatre. Almost half of 
Oberammergau’s population will devotedly act out the story of the man whose tidings 
for more than 2000 years have brought hope and power of life to an incredible number 
of people. 

All this against the backdrop of the words of the evangelist Luke at the end of his 
description of the tale of suffering: “And all the crowds that had assembled for this 
spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts.” 
(Lk 23,48) 

 



Interesting Facts 

• To be in the play, you must be a resident of Oberammergau. 

• Over 2,000 citizens are involved including acting, singing, musicians and 
technical support. 

• There are 124 speaking roles, a 65-member orchestra, 48 person chorus 
and hundreds of people involved in the back end including stagehands, 
seamstresses, firemen, auditorium attendants and more. 

• Men grow out their hair and beards to make the look authentic to the time. 
Costumes are hand-made. 

• The play is held May through late September or early October. During 
these months, the play is performed 5 days per week in an open-air theater 
which seats about 4,700 people. The performance begins at 2:30 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. There is then a dinner break, and the play resumes from 8:00 
p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

• The play is performed in German, but it doesn’t seem to stop people from 
all over the world, including those that are not of religious backgrounds that 
are intrigued by the way the town comes together to perform this play. It is 
anticipated over 750,000 will attend in 2020. 

Oberammergau is a town in the Bavarian Alps, Germany. It’s known for its once-a-
decade performance of the Passion Play in the Passion Play Theater. The House 
of Pilate has frescoes by Franz Seraph Zwinck and live demonstrations by 
woodcarvers and artists. Nearby, the Kölblhaus has a gabled roof and a painted 
exterior, also by Zwinck. The Oberammergau Museum features woodcarvings by 
local artisans. 

 

 


